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SECTION A: MATTER FOR DECISION 
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PROPOSED TRAFFIC ORDERS - NEATH PEDESTRIAN AREA 

 

 

Purpose of Report 

 

To consider the responses received following the advertisement of the proposed 

amendments to the 2009 Neath Pedestrian Area Order as indicated in Appendix 

A. 

 

Background 

 

The scheme is necessary to prevent unauthorised entry and indiscriminate 

parking in the interest of pedestrian and road safety. 

 

In December 2014, the proposals were advertised and at the same time a 

consultation exercise was undertaken to all properties directly affected by the 

scheme Appendix B 

 

Screening Assessment has been undertaken to assist the Council in discharging 

its Public Sector Equality Duty under the Equality Act 2010.  After completing 

the assessment, it has been determined that this function does not require an 

Equality Impact Assessment. 

 

Financial Implications 

 

The work will be funded by the Capital Programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Consultation Outcome 

 

List of Consultees 

 

Councillor M Protheroe 

Councillor A Lockyer 

Residents/Shop owners directly affected by the scheme 

 

As part of the consultation exercise, 220 letters were delivered by hand to 

residents/shop owners, resulting in eight letters being received in response to the 

proposal.  It is noted that one of the letters was received four days after the 

consultation period had ended (Letters 1 to 8 - Appendix C) 

 

Also, taken into account, are four letters commenting on the pedestrian area 

which were received prior to the commencement of the legal consultation 

process. (Letters 1 to 4 – Appendix D) 

 

Observations on Objections 

 

Letter 1 – Appendix C 

The resident will be able to drop off at the Church prior to the closure of the 

pedestrian area at 10.30am.  The closest legal pick up point after this time will 

be Orchard Street or Old Market Street. 

 

Letter 2 – Appendix C 

Dropping off at the Church prior to the closure of the pedestrian area at 10.30am 

can take place.  The closest legal pick up point after this time will be Orchard 

Street or Old Market Street. 

 

Letter 3 – Appendix C 

The implementation date of the Order can coincide with the opening of the new 

multi-story car park.  Visitors to St. Thomas’ Church and the Gwyn Hall will 

have an option to park in the multi-storey car park should they wish to do so.  

 

Insurance personnel and Sky Broadcasting representatives will not be eligible 

for trader’s permits.  The Council is currently in the process of preparing a 

Town Centre Management document for the control of both commercial and 

non-commercial pitches within Neath Town Centre.  At this stage, it is 

envisaged that the document will identify a maximum of two pitches which can 

be operated by food and non-food retailers within the town centre.  A further 

non-commercial pitch will also be identified which can be operated by not for 

profit/charitable organisations. 

 



These pitches will be strictly controlled in terms of their location, size, the 

design of the equipment to be sited on each pitch and the duration of each 

occupier on each pitch.  Such measures will enable the Council to properly 

manage uses within the town centre and to enforce against those operating 

without the appropriate permits in place.  

 

The Enforcement Officers will be working longer and there will be no added 

cost as the hours will be covered during their normal contracted hours. 

Alternatively, the Order can be amended so no enforcement is required after 

5pm. 

 

Letter 4 – Appendix C 

Dropping off at the Church prior to the closure of the pedestrian area at 10.30am 

can take place.  The closest legal pick up point after this time will be Orchard 

Street or Old Market Street.  

 

Loading of heavy or bulky items can still take place before 10.30am on a 

Sunday, as long as they are seen to be doing so. 

 

Letter 5 – Appendix C 

Dropping off at the Church prior to the closure of the pedestrian area at 10.30am 

can take place. The closest legal pick up point after this time will be Orchard 

Street or Old Market Street. 

 

The prohibition of driving order is enforced by the Police, therefore, the Council 

are unable to issue exemption permits for this Order. 

 

Letter 6 – Appendix C 

No permits will be required until the new Order has become operational, which 

will coincide with the opening of the new multi-storey car park. 

 

The current Order operates Monday to Saturday, where the new Order is to 

operate seven days a week. 

 

The reason a Traffic Order was rejected to exclude skateboarders, ball games 

and cyclists in Angel Square is down to enforcement.  The Police would have to 

enforce the Order and they advised it would be a strain on their resources and 

not a priority; therefore, they would not be able to enforce it. 

 

Should taxis be dropping off or picking up, they would not need a permit to 

enter the pedestrian zone within the permitted times for entry. 

 



The Order can be amended so no enforcement is required after 5pm this would 

permit visitors to the restaurant to park close by. 

 

Letter 7 – Appendix C 

Any amendment to the existing Order would have to go through the legal 

consultation process.  This consultation process was carried out between 5
th
 

December and 26
th
 December 2014. 

 

The current Traffic Order for the Pedestrian Area was implemented in 

December 2009.  There have been no amendments to that Order and no legal 

consultation has taken place since. 

 

The permit scheme was requested by traders so their vehicles could be identified 

by Council Enforcement Officers whilst they are loading or unloading.  There is 

no obligation for the trader to purchase a permit, as they can still load or unload 

within the permitted times as long as they are seen to be doing so. 

 

The Order can be amended so no enforcement is required after 5pm or before 

8am, this would allow traders and the general public to enter the area and park 

legally during those times. 

 

The rationale behind the enforcement is to produce a safer environment making 

it a more pleasant experience for all visitors to shop within the pedestrian area. 

The Council allow planned and special events within the pedestrian area and 

businesses will benefit from the recently approved permit scheme once 

operational. 

 

The pedestrian area by its very nature should function as such and pedestrian 

safety is of paramount importance. 

 

Letter 8 – Appendix C 

Only disabled drivers or vehicles loading or unloading should be entering the 

pedestrian area during the permitted times, any other vehicles are in 

contravention of the legal traffic Order. 

 

Letter 1 – Appendix D 

This letter was replied to by David Griffiths, Head of Engineering and Transport 

22 May 2014. (Reply 1 - Appendix E) 

 

Letter 2 – Appendix D 

This email was replied to by David Griffiths, Head of Engineering and 

Transport 20 June 2014. (Reply 2 - Appendix E) 

 



Letter 3 – Appendix D 

This letter of petition was replied to by David Griffiths, Head of Engineering 

and Transport 22 May 2014. (Reply 3 - Appendix E) 

 

Letter 4 – Appendix D 

Dropping off at the Church prior to the closure of the pedestrian area at 10.30am 

can take place.  The closest legal pick up point after this time will be Orchard 

Street or Old Market Street. 

 

The prohibition of driving order is enforced by the Police, therefore, the Council 

are unable to issue exemption permits for this Order. 

 

Sustainability Appraisal 

 

It is envisaged that the proposal aims to prevent unauthorised entry and 

indiscriminate parking within the pedestrian area in the interests of road and 

pedestrian safety. 

 

Appendices  

 

Appendix A 

Appendix B 

Appendix C 

Appendix D 

Appendix E 

Appendix F 

 

Recommendation 

 

It is recommended, having due regard to the Equality Impact Assessment 

screening that:- 

 

1. The objections be upheld in part and the objectors informed accordingly 

2. The scheme is redesigned to allow vehicles to park in to the pedestrian 

area between 5pm and 8am. 

3. The scheme is advertised as indicated in Appendix F and subject to there 

being no objections, the Order to be implemented. 

 

Reasons for Proposed Decision 

 

To prevent unauthorised entry and indiscriminate parking in the interest of road 

safety.  To support the night time economy within the area where there is less 

pedestrian movement. 



List of Background Papers 

 

File TR25 

 

Officer Contact 

 

Mr J C Davies – Senior Engineer – Traffic 

Tel. No. 01639 686479 

email: j.davies15@npt.gov.uk   
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COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 

PROPOSED TRAFFIC ORDERS - NEATH PEDESTRIAN AREA 

 

(a) Implementation of Decision 

 

The decision is proposed for implementation after a three day call-in 

period 

 

(b) Sustainability Appraisal 

Community Plan Impacts 

Economic Prosperity   - Positive 

Education and Lifelong Learning - No Impact 

Better Health and Well Being - No Impact 

Environment and Transport  - Positive 

Crime and Disorder   - No Impact 

 

Other Impacts 

Welsh Language   - No Impact 

Sustainable Development  - Positive 

Equalities    - No Impact 

Social Inclusion   - Positive 

 

(c) Consultation 

 

This item has been subject to external consultation. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


